Struggle For
Equal Rights
Documented In
Two Festival

Selections

A Good Day To Die And
Reconciliation: Mandela’s Miracle
Educate Starz Audiences

By Tanya Ishikawa

Two documentaries about two
different leaders in two different equal
rights campaigns on two different con-
tinents were surprisingly similar in
their affect on audiences at the Starz
Denver Film Festival. Reconciliation:
Mandela’s Miracle and A Good Day to
Die, which premiered at various film
festivals in 2010, were enthusiastically
received by festival-goers who praised
the filmmakers for spreading light on
history, issues, and ideas that are not
well-understood by the general public.

The stories about Nelson Mandela
and Dennis Banks, two significant
leaders in the civil rights movements
in South Africa and the United States,
are bound to enlighten people around
the world, if the well-produced, inde-
pendent films can attract international
distributors. The documentary-makers
are determined to share the stories of
Mandela’s and Banks’ personal sacri-
fices in the pursuit of social justice, to
help current and future generations
understand history and avoid future
injustices.

A Good Day to Die, directed and
produced by David Mueller and Lynn
Salt, presents the life story of
Minnesota-born, Ojibwa activist
Dennis Banks, and the founding and
activism of the American Indian
Movement (A.IM.) in 1968 through
the "70s and “80s. The 90-minute docu-

mentary’s title is a quote from 1800s
Lakota (Sioux) warrior Crazy Horse,
that was adapted by Banks. As
described in one interview in the film,
“A good day to die doesn’t mean that
we want to kill you; it means it’s a
good day to stand up for what you
believe in. And if you are going to
have to be killed in the process, then
it’s still something that’s worthwhile.”

This concept underlies the activism
in both films, where Banks, Mandela,
and others were willing to risk their
own safety and futures to bring free-
dom and peace to their communities.
Both men helped lead nonviolent rev-
olutionary efforts, which sometimes
turned dangerous and even bloody.

“When you abuse people for so
long that all they can turn to is con-
frontational politics, then they're
going to do that,” said Banks in the
film trailer, referring to America’s his-
tory of forcing natives into govern-
ment and church-run boarding
schools, breaking treaties, massacring
peaceful gatherings, and other inhu-
mane acts.

For Americans and others interna-
tionally who have not learned the full,
unadulterated history of Native
Americans, this film is a true eye-
opener, as one reviewer on IMDB
(Internet Movie Database) wrote: “I

saw this eye-opening film at the Twin
Cities Film Festival tonight and it was
tremendous. ...The movie hasn’t found
a distributor yet, but it's a Must See!!!”

Reconciliation: Mandela’s Miracle, co-
produced by husband and wife team
Carole and Michael Henry Wilson, is
not a bio-pic of Mandela, but a tale of
the roots of the struggle for Black

with Clint Eastwood and scenes from
the set of Invictus, his 2009 drama
about the South Africa rugby team’s
nation-uniting triumph in the 1995
World Cup.

In an interview with Bijan Tehrani
of Cinema Without Borders, a website
covering international and independ-
ent film that gave Mandela’s Miracle a
five-star rating, Wilson said of his
film’s purpose, “I have also found that
there is an incredible information gap
in the public, even among the children
of South Africa who were born after
the end of apartheid. Everyone knows
the name of Nelson Mandela, but not
many today know the details of the
history he shaped. This film helps peo-
ple to remember a history that should
never be forgotten, and to look to the

South African free-
dom and equal rights,
as well as the transi-
tion from the coun-
try’s unjust system to
democracy. The direc-
tor, Michael Henry
Wilson, explained
that the film originat-
ed from an August
1999 conversation
with the Dalai Lama.
When the Buddhist
leader asked what his
next project would be,
Wilson said he want-

exemplary men and
women of South
Africa who will be an
inspiration for genera-
tions to come.”

After viewing the
documentary at the
Starz Denver Film
Festival in November,
Denver Open Media
Festival
Correspondent Orion
Carrington agreed
with the need to share
the story.

“Reconciliation

ed to focus on the
spirit of reconciliation and the theme
of the survival of mankind. Wilson
described how the Lama told him he
should go and talk to Mandela and
Tutu.

Mandela, who was once considered
a terrorist by some, is the central char-
acter, but due to his declining health,
he was not able to participate in the
production of the 88-minute docu-
mentary. Instead, other key players in
the anti-apartheid movement and the
historic changes over the past 17 years,
such as Archbishop Desmond Tutu
and former president F.W. de Klerk,
are interviewed. Also interspersed
with historical footage are interviews
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should definitely get out to wider
audiences. It was amazing to see how
Mandela’s message of acceptance and
forgiveness saved South Africa from
civil war,” Carrington said. “ America
and the world would benefit from see-
ing this film, especially all the coun-
tries that are currently at war. Murder
and violence was almost the norm in
South Africa before Nelson Mandela’s
release from prison, but Mandela
proved that peace and forgiveness can
be more powerful than any weapon or
war tactic around.” g®

Editor’s note: See more about these films at
www.agooddaytodieflm.com and www.rec-
onciliation-mandelasmiracle.com.
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